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Early in SICC’s history, the logo was developed by Elders depicting 
the green circle which represents Mother Earth. The images of the 
sacred pipe and braid of sweetgrass are acknowledged as gifts 
from the Creator. Each of the colors of the cardinal directions are 
represented as follows:

Red - North - Buffalo
Yellow - East - Sun

Blue - South - Thunderbird
White - West - Wind



VISION STATEMENT
Learning our ways, speaking our languages and living our lives as given by the Creator

MISSION STATEMENT
Protect, Preserve and Promote the Cultures and Languages of First Nations* 
[*Denē, Nahkawē (Saulteaux), Dakota, Nakota (Assiniboine), Lakota, nīhithaw (Woodlands 
Cree), nēhinaw (Swampy Cree) and nēhiyaw (Plains Cree)]

PHILOSOPHY
The SICC has served First Nations people since 1972.  It was the initial First Nations controlled 
educational institution serving at the provincial level.  The Centre strives to maintain the 
cultural identity of First Nations culture who inhabit what is now known as Saskatchewan:  
Denē, Nahkawē (Saulteaux), Dakota, Nakota, Lakota, Woodlands Cree, Swampy Cree and Plains 
Cree.

GOALS
•	 To protect and revive First Nations languages in Saskatchewan
•	 To preserve and transfer knowledge on First Nations history, culture and traditions
•	 To promote First Nations cultural and linguistic identity
•	 To improve the sustainability of SICC
•	 To strengthen and enhance the capacity of SICC
•	 To improve and enhance the profile of SICC
•	 To attract and retain skilled and qualified First Nations employees
•	 To create a healthy work environment
•	 To transfer knowledge of our spiritual beliefs

•	 To support the Elders Council in preserving oral history, teachings and spiritual knowledge
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On behalf of the Board of Governors of the 
Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre (SICC) we 
are pleased to present the Annual Report for 
2022 – 2023 to the Chiefs-in-Assembly of the 
Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations 
(FSIN). This report highlights our progress 
over the past year and identifies challenges 
we confront in our mission to preserve and 
strengthen the First Nations languages and 
cultures in Saskatchewan.

There exists an immense, unmet desire for 
language education within all First Nations 
communities and language groups, particularly 
among First Nations youth. This is evident 
through the increasingly high demand for 
immersion language programs in urban 
centers like Saskatoon and La Loche. As 
custodians of First Nations youth education, 
it falls upon us, as First Nation leaders, to 
address the obstacles hindering Indigenous 
language education. Our First Nations Elders 
have consistently advocated for prioritizing 
language revitalization, recognizing that our 
languages are the bedrock of First Nations 
education.

More funding, resource development, and 
teachers are needed for language education. 
Our First Nations leadership and the SICC will 
continue to advocate strongly and persistently 
for increased language revitalization support. 
The SICC is the only province-wide institution 
in Saskatchewan providing direct support to 

First Nations language educators; however, 
compared to similar institutions in other regions, 
the SICC receives much less funding. Despite 
that limitation, the SICC does significant and 
important work.

One essential support the SICC provides is 
working directly with language educators in-
person, such as early childhood educators. 
Introducing language education to pre-
kindergarten children in daycares and Head 
Start programs is critically important because 
at that age children readily learn language. 
The SICC continues to provide ongoing support 
to all language educators through telephone 
and online platforms, but recognizes in-person 
training is most effective.

Despite our successes, we are aware of the 
challenges that lie ahead. First Nations 
languages are in decline; some critically 
endangered with few fluent speakers. For 
the sake of our children, we must act now. 
We are not just preserving languages; we are 
preserving the stories, histories, identities, 
and worldviews of our humanity. Over the 
next year, we intend to intensify our efforts 
in communities where languages are most 
endangered. We will focus on community-led 
initiatives and encourage innovative digital 
solutions to engage younger generations.  The 
continued support of First Nation leadership is 
crucial. Revitalizing our languages is a journey 
that we must undertake together, ensuring 
that our First Nations languages are preserved 
and thrive for future generations. 

Respectfully submitted,

Chief Bobby Cameron

On behalf of the SICC Board of Governors 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
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SICC BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Chief Bobby Cameron
FSIN

Chief Anne Thomas
ACTC

Senator Jenny Spyglass
FSIN SENATE

Chief Felix Thomas
STC

Councillor Tanya Littlechief
SET4TC

Chief Francis Iron
MLTC

Chief John Waditaka
PAGC
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Vacant
BATC

Chief Leanne Kehler
TATC

Vacant
SFNWC

Chief Clinton Key
YTC

Councillor Russell Kennedy
BTC

Chief Robert Head
Independent Bands

Chief Alvin Francis
FHQTC
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On behalf management and staff of the 
Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre 
(SICC), I am pleased to present the departmental 
activity reports and audited financial 
statements to our First Nations leadership for 
fiscal year 2022 – 2023. The SICC’s Board of 
Governors represents all Saskatchewan Tribal, 
Agency, Grand Councils, and Independent First 
Nations. As well, there are representatives 

of the Saskatchewan First Nations Women’s 
Commission, the Federation of Sovereign 
Indigenous Nations (FSIN) Executive, the 
Senate of the FSIN, and the SICC Elders Council.

The SICC has entered its second half century of 
working to support the languages and cultures 
of all the First Nations in Saskatchewan. The 
Board of Governors support enables the SICC 
to deliver language and cultural programming 
for all 74 First Nations in Saskatchewan, which 
is essential for First Nations as sovereign 
Treaty Peoples.  

We see how the loss of culture impacts many 
of our youth and negatively affects our 
communities, families, and society. Too many 
young Saskatchewan First Nations lives are 
lost to those effects. Many of our communities 
are in a state of crisis and ongoing grief despite 
our collective best efforts, including the 
persistent efforts of our Elders. Embracing our 
cultures and traditional ways of life can greatly 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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help our young people. The heartbeat of our 
cultures still beats strongly across all our First 
Nations, as seen in our traditional ceremonies 
and gatherings where we offer prayers, and 
protected by strong First Nations leadership.

The SICC was established to overcome historic 
colonial barriers to inherit the cultures and 
languages of our ancestors. For generations, 
our First Nations Elders have urged our 
peoples to embrace their languages, to be 
sovereign First Nations peoples who speak 
our languages, to conduct our vital and 
sacred ceremonies in our languages. Without 
our languages we lose our very identity as 
First Nation peoples. For the past year, the 
SICC has worked persistently to obtain much 
needed language revitalization funding, but 
need Saskatchewan First Nation leadership to 
advocate unequivocally for increased funding 
from all levels of government. 

First Nations people must receive their fair 

share of funding and resources for language 
revitalization. The SICC has not received 
a substantial funding increase in its entire 
51-year history and, as such, we anticipate 
reductions in SICC services in the coming year. 
To ensure the SICC can fully carry out its 
mandate, increased funding is urgently needed. 
Until this is achieved, the SICC will strive to 
protect, preserve and promote the cultures 
and languages of the First Nations peoples in 
Saskatchewan. 

Sincerely,

Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre

Dr. Jessie Sylvestre, B.Ed., M. Ed., ipk.doc

President
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Since its inception, the SICC has been guided by a traditional Elders Council. This council’s 
membership comprises representatives from the Dakota, Dene, Lakota, Saulteaux, 
Nakoda, Plains Cree, Swampy Cree, and Woodland Cree communities. A significant 
motivation for the Elders involved in the SICC’s founding was to support an institution 
that would counter the negative impacts of the Residential Schools Era.

The Elders Council balances male and female Elders, all of whom possess a wealth 
of cultural knowledge of the First Nations languages and cultures in Saskatchewan. 
A member of the Elders Council also serves on the SICC’s Board of Governors. The 
CRM Department acts as the access point, making the Council accessible to the FSIN, 
its institutions, Tribal Councils, and all First Nations. The SICC normally hosts seasonal 
gatherings of the Council; however, due to ongoing health concerns, Elders Council 
meetings conducted over the past year involved fewer members. These gatherings 
ensure that the Elders can provide guidance on matters of significance concerning 
culture and languages. 

The Elders met on May 10 and 11, 2022, for SICC updates on staff changes, future work, 
and progress on the Buffalo Child Stone. The Elders also discussed Tasha Hubbard’s 
upcoming feature documentary, “Singing Back the Buffalo,” which showcases Indigenous 
visionaries, scientists, and communities restoring the buffalo across the heart of the 
North American plains. Elders received updates on the Cultural Centre’s Collections 
and potential future work regarding Sacred Sites.  The Elders reviewed the Birds of Prey 
Application, but due to a lack of quorum, no changes to the policy could be made. On 
May 12, 2022, the Elders met with the Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport (PCS), and 
SICC provided an update on the Buffalo Child Stone. PCS indicated there were no re-
interments to discuss, but shared information on various programs and documents they 
were working on.  

In consultation with the Elders Council, the CRM Department coordinated a Pipe 
Ceremony and Feast at the SICC office on January 23, 2023. On February 6, 2023, the 
SICC held a Dene Pipe Ceremony at its office. On March 20-21, 2023, the SICC staff had 
two days of department head meetings, with pipe ceremonies led by ceremonial Elders.

ELDERS COUNCIL
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Rose Pambrun
Saulteaux

Rita Nawakayas
Swampy Cree

Ken Armstrong
Nakota

Hartland Goodtrack
Lakota

William Ratfoot
Plains Cree

Margaret Reynolds
Dene

Melvina Eagle
Dakota

Abel Charles
Woodland Cree
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The Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre (SICC) Languages Department’s task is to preserve 
and revitalize Saskatchewan First Nations languages and cultures for present and future 
generations. We support Dakota, Dene, Lakota, Saulteaux, Nakota, Plains Cree, Swampy Cree 
and Woodland Cree languages. During the pandemic, the Department adapted by moving its 
work online, including programming and educational resource development. Despite challenges, 
we successfully served our communities and even created new resources for early childhood 
education. Since in-person training is preferred for language educators, we were relieved to 
return to in-person programming in the past fiscal year.

OVERVIEW

SICC ONLINE LANGUAGE RESOURCES
The Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre (SICC) has successfully completed the editing 
of a language video series focusing on the Dene language, encompassing both the k-dialect 
and the t-dialect. The development team included Dene guest speakers who utilized the SICC’s 
Teaching Sacred Language Curriculum, incorporating oral and visual language methodologies 
like Total Physical Response and Accelerated Second Language Acquisition.

This video series features approximately 600 target words spoken, repeated, and sounded out 
by Dene speakers. David McIntyre and Delia Black were recorded for the Dene t-dialect, while 
Daryl Adams and Rose Pacquette featured in the Dene k-dialect. The series includes both male 
and female voices for each dialect, offering learners a variety of voices. Due to the extensive 
content, including 600 words, two dialects, and two speakers for each dialect, the series 
comprises thousands of clips.

In addition, the SICC has developed an online resource dedicated to Plains First Nation Sign 
Language, aiming to preserve this knowledge and stimulate language learning naturally. The 
video editing process for this project is also complete.
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EARLY LEARNING LANGUAGE 
CURRICULUM & WORKSHOPS
The Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre 
(SICC) has collaborated closely with the 
Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations 
(FSIN) Education and Training Secretariat 
to develop the First Nations Early Learning 
Curriculum project, for pre-kindergarten 
to grade 6. This resource, focuses on land, 
language, and culture, is in the final stages of 
publication. It originated from discussions at the 
First Nations Early Childhood Circle (FNECC) 
meetings, addressing the need for suitable 
language learning materials. SICC facilitated 
workshops on effective language learning 
methodologies of Total Physical Response (TPR) 
and Accelerated Second Language Acquisition 
(ASLA), leading to the curriculum’s creation, 
designed to enhance language learning for 
preschool children. The project has involved 
extensive coordination with early childhood 
education partners, offering training sessions 
to educators and organizing workshops to 
implement land-based education and language 
learning methodologies. The curriculum is 
designed to bolster further language learning 
for children engaged in elementary school 
programs. Additionally, the Languages and 
AV Departments have recorded eight fluent 

speakers translating vocabulary words for the 
curriculum, benefiting communities who will 
receive a copy of the recordings and a booklet.

During 2022-23, the SICC offered training on 
the curriculum to nearly 300 early childhood 
educators, including sessions for File Hills 
Qu’Appelle Tribal Council, Peter Ballantyne 
Cree Nation, Lac La Ronge Indian Band, Prince 
Albert Grand Council, Saskatoon Tribal 
Council, Touchwood Agency Tribal Council, 
Saskatchewan Independent Bands, Meadow 
Lake Tribal Council and Battlefords Agency 
Tribal Council. 

The Languages Department organized the 
final FSIN FNECC workshop for the year in 
Saskatoon, on February 22nd and 23rd, 2023. 
Approximately 70 participants from First 
Nation communities across Saskatchewan 
attended the training, the majority being Head 
Start and childcare educators. The two-day 
workshop centered on the implementation of 
land-based education, TPR, and ASLA into daily 
work plans, and included hands-on activities 
demonstrating these three methodologies. 
Plans for further workshops are underway, 
with continued support and follow-ups.
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The Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre 
(SICC) has been hosting the annual SICC 
First Nations Language Keepers Gathering 
since 2006, recognizing and celebrating the 
efforts of First Nations involved in language 
preservation and promotion. This event has 
grown to become a prominent Indigenous 
languages conference at the national level.

November 2 saw the 17th Gathering, with 
Randy Morin, Plains Cree from Whitefish First 
Nation as MC. The event was broadcasted 
online and opened with FSIN Vice-Chief 
Heather Bear; SICC Board Member Chief Alvin 
Francis, Plains Cree; First Nations Confederacy 
of Cultural Education Executive Director 
Claudette Commanda, Algonquin Anishinabe; 
and SICC President Dr. Jessie Sylvestre, Dene 
speaking. 

The Gathering showcased pre-recorded 
sessions including an Elders Panel with 
distinguished individuals such as Margaret 
Reynolds, Peter McArthur, Peter Nippi, and 
William Ratfoot. Guided by the theme: Our 
Sacred Languages Walk with Us, these Elders 
shed light on their experiences with traditional 
First Nations way of life, emphasizing the 
integral role of languages in kinship and their 
spiritual significance.

The keynote speakers were Rosalie Tsannie-
Burseth, Dene from Hatchet Lake Denesuline 
Nation, and Dr. Kevin Lewis, Plains Cree from 
Ministikwan Lake Cree Nation. Tsannie-
Burseth highlighted the fusion of community 
knowledge into an English curriculum and the 
pivotal role of Elders in bringing language and 
culture into the classroom. Dr. Kevin Lewis 
delved into the use of Indigenous languages 
for nation-building and provided insights into 
the society in the COVID and post-COVID era.

Three workshop sessions focused on land-
based education and online learning were 
held. The first workshop on Land-Based and 
Target Language Immersion was led by Priscilla 
St. John and Donna McDonald, both Plains 
Cree, discussing education through language 
immersion. The second workshop, Chief 
Ahtahkakohp School Land-Based Learning, 
was presented by Elder Margaret Rabbitskin, 
Marcy Whitefish, and Paul Ledoux, discussing 
the revitalization of nēhiyawēwin pimahtisiwin 
and our ancestors' history of living off the land. 
The third workshop, pîkiskwêwin - Sharing our 
Indigenous Languages Online, was conducted 
by Natalie Langan, discussing a program to 
assist Language Keepers in creating podcasts 
in their languages.

2022 FIRST NATIONS LANGUAGE KEEPERS GATHERING
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ON LANGUAGES
The SICC Languages and Cultural Resources 
Management Departments were invited to 
the Mosquito, Grizzly Bear’s Head, Lean Man 
First Nations Cultural Camp for youth and 
schools from September 12 – 16, 2022 to do 
presentations on Tipi raising and pemmican 
making. Approximately 100 people participated 
in this four-day cultural camp that featured 
a variety of cultural activities such as bead 
making, medicine preparation, and fire making.

On September 22, 2022, the Languages and CRM 
Departments engaged with grade 11 students 
at an Ahtahkakoop First Nation Land-Based 
Education session. This presented a fantastic 
opportunity for the group to participate in 
activities like dry meat preparation, cranberry 
picking, listening to Elder’s stories, and sharing 
a communal lunch.

The Yellow Quill First Nation has been 
actively developing Saulteaux language 
and cultural programs for their Elders and 
youth. The community invited the Languages 
Department to share insights on language 
revitalization using Total Physical Response 
and Accelerated Second Language Acquisition, 
and to illustrate how Land-Based Education 
can be used to forge connections with the land. 
The Department utilized three SICC resources 

during this event: Land-Based Education, 
Mentor and Apprentice Guide, and Teaching 
Sacred Language Curriculum. Approximately 
30 Elders and 30 youths attended this two-day 
workshop.

In collaboration with Wāhkōtowin School 
in Saskatoon, the Language Department 
commemorated Kindness Day, also known 
as Pink Shirt Day, on February 22, 2023. The 
event involved kisēwātisiwin, an Elder’s 
talk emphasizing the value of kindness, and 
keychain crafting activities for students in 
grades 7 and 8. A poster contest was also held 
for students from pre-kindergarten to grade 
5, with a total of 120 participants partaking in 
the event’s activities.

The Languages Department was also invited to 
present at the annual Ahtahkakohp Education: 
nēhiyaw kikinwahamakēwin-Cree Teachings 
event on March 16 and 17, 2023 for 150 staff 
members, including classroom teachers, 
teacher assistants, Elders, Knowledge Keepers, 
and administrators. Our main focus during the 
event was to showcase how Total Physical 
Response and Accelerated Second Language 
Acquisition methodologies can be used 
daily with SICC’s Teaching Sacred Language 
Curriculum.
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CULTURAL  RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
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BIRDS OF PREY
The SICC hosts an annual Birds of Prey program, facilitating the distribution of raptor 
feathers and other materials from Eagles and Hawks to Saskatchewan First Nations for 
ceremonial and spiritual purposes. These bird remains are collected by conservation 
officers when found in the wild. The SICC Elders Council reviews applications and 
decides on distribution. On May 11, the Elders Council met to consider applications, 
leading to a Feather Issuance Ceremony on May 27 at Wanuskewin Heritage Park. Out 
of 30 applicants, 22 requests were approved.

Through the year the Cultural Resource Management (CRM) Department provided a 
wide range of programs and services to meet its objectives that are:

•	 To facilitate policy development and other initiatives to guard against expropriation 
and exploitation of Saskatchewan First Nation languages, traditions, ceremonial 
practices, cultural resources, traditional arts, and history. This ensures that research, 
study, and usage are done in an ethical and culturally appropriate manner;

•	 To advocate for the preservation of First Nations’ Treaty, historic, sacred, traditional 
usage, and other sites of a special nature and to facilitate policy development and other 
initiatives required for ensuring the preservation of sites of significance;

•	 To facilitate the repatriation of human remains, sacred objects, objects of cultural 
patrimony, historic documents and other Saskatchewan First Nations’ cultural property 
maintained in government, non-government, and private collections and to facilitate 
policy development and initiatives required to ensure repatriation and appropriate 
stewardship of items repatriated; and,

•	 To serve as a central repository for objects pertaining to the languages, traditions, 
ceremonial practices cultural resources, arts, and history of Saskatchewan First Nations 
and to manage the Centre’s collections.

CULTURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
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BUFFALO CHILD STONE 
COMMEMORATIVE SITE
The SICC has successfully established 
a commemorative site for the Buffalo 
Child Stone, or mostos-awāsis, a historical 
spiritual and ceremonial center for 
Saskatchewan’s First Nations. As the oral 
histories recount, this site was once a place 
of significant gatherings, where thousands 
of First Nations people would conduct 
multiple concurrent Sundance Ceremonies. 
Located on an elevated outlook at the 
eastern edge of Douglas Provincial Park, 
the stone’s original location can be viewed 
in the valley below. Unfortunately, the 
stone was destroyed in 1966 to make way 
for the flooding of Lake Diefenbaker.

On May 13, 2022, the day began with a Pipe 
Ceremony at the SICC’s offices, involving 

Elders, staff, and representatives of the 
Government of Saskatchewan.  This was 
followed  by an Unveiling Ceremony for 
the interpretive panels installed at the 
Buffalo Child Stone Commemoration Site. 
Despite the harsh weather that day, the 
event saw a modest turnout of about 
50 people, including representatives 
from the Government of Saskatchewan, 
community members, a local school group, 
SICC staff, and Elders. Speeches were 
given by Councillor Russell Kennedy, 
Little Pine First Nation, on behalf of the 
Board of Governors; the Government of 
Saskatchewan; and the SICC.

After the event, a gathering celebrated the 
release of a booklet that provides a detailed 
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account of the site’s significance. The six 
interpretive panels installed at the site 
offer an introduction to the historical site, 
the Plains Cree Buffalo Child Stone story, 
the stone’s recent history, a recounting of 
the stone’s destruction, the story of the 
establishment of the commemoration site, 
and a panel featuring acknowledgments.

Beginning in October 2019, the SICC 
initiated the process of relocating 
fragments of the Buffalo Child Stone from 
Elbow and other locations to the site. The 
most notable fragment, formerly part of 
a cairn in the Town of Elbow, along with 
three smaller pieces repatriated from 
the Western Development Museum in 
Saskatoon, were the first to be relocated. 

The SICC intends to continue this process 
of moving the remaining fragments of the 
Buffalo Child Stone to the commemoration 
site as circumstances allow.

Adjacent to the commemoration site, the 
SICC has established ceremonial grounds 
which are separate and not open to the 
public. The SICC continues to hold seasonal 
ceremonies with the Elders Council at 
this location. The Centre also performs 
seasonal landscaping and organizes Elder 
teaching sessions for staff and community 
members at the site. The commemoration 
site has already seen several offerings left 
at the stones by visitors. 
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FIRST NATIONS LANGUAGE KEEPERS 
GATHERING CEREMONIES & COORDINATION

The annual First Nations Language Keepers 
Gathering is a prominent national event 
dedicated to the preservation, promotion, 
and protection of First Nations languages. 
The 17th Gathering was held on November 
2, 2022, at Prairieland Park in Saskatoon. The 
decision to continue with a virtual format 
was due to concern for the health of the 
many participants for the Gathering who are 
Elders, and language teachers who are seniors. 
Consequently, the scale of the Gathering was 
considerably reduced.

From the start of 2022, the CRM Department 
assumed the role of lead coordinator for 
the event, overseeing various tasks. These 
included the preparation of the meeting 
schedule, selection of keynote speakers, 

appointment of a master of ceremonies, choice 
of workshop presenters, and constitution 
of the two panels. It was decided to pre-
record most of the sessions, an approach that 
would safeguard the event against potential 
technical disruptions. Additionally, this 
strategy provided an opportunity to edit the 
content, ensuring that any missteps or delays 
could be removed seamlessly.

Throughout the Gathering, the CRM 
Department supported the master of 
ceremonies, aiding in the introduction of 
speakers, presenters, and performers, engaging, 
and entertaining the audience, and generally 
ensuring a smooth flow for the event.
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TRADITIONAL PARENTING ONLINE VIDEO SERIES

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the SICC 
adapted its programs, including Traditional 
Parenting workshops, by developing online 
virtual sessions hosted by respected Traditional 
Parenting Knowledge Keepers. Starting in 
February 2022, Jeff Wastesicott hosted 
weekly sessions focusing on the 10 Stages of 
Life and other teachings, which were well-
received and available on demand through the 
SICC website. These online sessions catered to 

individuals at different life stages and resumed 
in the fall after a summer break.

Additionally, in June 2022, Dr. Darlene Auger, 
a renowned Indigenous Health Practitioner and 
Knowledge Keeper, conducted a workshop on 
The Four Cycles of Life, which was recorded 
and featured online in the fall as part of 
the Traditional Parenting Workshop series, 
receiving positive feedback and viewership.
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REPATRIATION OF SACRED STONES 
FROM CANADIAN MUSEUM OF HISTORY
The SICC is actively involved in supporting the 
repatriation of historical artifacts, ancestral 
remains, funerary items, and cultural objects 
to the First Nations people of Saskatchewan. 
This work reconnects communities with their 
heritage, promotes empowerment, facilitates 
healing, and strengthens the bonds among 
descendants of the original custodians.

The SICC was honored to participate in 
the repatriation of two sacred stones 
with significant historical connections to 
Saskatchewan’s First Nations. These stones, 
originally located near Drumheller, Alberta, 
were taken by the Canadian government in 
1883 and 1925. First Nations communities have 
long advocated for their return.

In June 2022, SICC staff, Chief Alvin Francis of 
Nekaneet First Nation, and the SICC Board of 
Governors inspected the stones at the Canadian 
Museum of History. Later, in November 2022, 
the SICC President’s Office, along with Elders 

William Ratfoot, Betty Peepeekoot, and Sidney 
Ben, viewed the stones and conducted a pipe 
ceremony.

Originally, seven such stones existed in 
Drumheller, but only two remain. One is the 
larger Smiling Buffalo Rock, made of iron with 
a reddish hue, weighing approximately 256 
kilograms, and resembling a golf ball’s surface. 
The other is the smaller Kekip Stone, made of 
quartz rock, weighing about 80 kilograms, with 
possible petroglyphs.

Both Plains Cree and Blackfoot peoples 
considered these stones sacred and made 
offerings at the sites. Initially intended for 
a cairn in Fort Qu’Appelle, SK, the stones 
were eventually transported to the Canadian 
Museum of History and are part of its sacred 
collection, not available for public viewing. 
The repatriation process is ongoing.
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TRADITIONAL ARTS AND CRAFTS
The SICC is continuing to develop sessions and workshops for the Language & Culture, Connected 
program. This online program helped to keep people connected to both culture and language 
during the pandemic when social distancing was so essential. The SICC in concentrating on 
traditional arts for the last leg of this programming. In February 2023, the SICC coordinated 
a workshop with a Dene hand drum maker Victor Tssessaze. Over the course of two days, he 
shared both teachings and a session on how to make hand drums. This session was recorded and 
will be available online.
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LIBRARY DEPARTMENT
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LIBRARY COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT
Through the year, the Library Department maintained the Librarika Integrated Library System 
(ILS), including the patron database, circulation records, and catalogue records. Materials are 
shelved regularly and shelf-read to maintain organization of the library. completed a collections 
management project involving entering records of the Library’s holdings into the Integrated 
Library System (ILS); editing existing records to improve discoverability and access; and evaluating 
the condition, currency, and relevancy of materials to the collection.

Print materials that have been in storage for several years were evaluated and either accessioned 
and input into the ILS or deaccessioned from the circulating Library collection. This project has 
created space for new acquisitions and has aided in the improvement of record metadata and 
searchability in the ILS. The circulating Library collection consists of over 7,400 print materials, 
and 200 audio/visual resources. During the year, the Library added 112 resources for the general 
library collection which consisting of books, CDs, DVDs, flashcards, and games.

SICC FIRST NATIONS LANGUAGE 
CURRICULUM CENTRE
The Library continues to maintain the SICC First Nations Language Curriculum Centre for the 
eight language groups in Saskatchewan including access to the collection for students, teachers, 
and the general public. The First Nations Language Curriculum Centre has nearly 500 items of 
curriculum including language texts, workbooks and children’s books. This collection is primarily 
used by First Nations language educators. Maintaining this collection includes processing loans 
and responding to inquiries.

A total of 161 new language resources were acquired for the collection. New resources were 
acquired for each of the eight language groups – Plains Cree, Swampy Cree, Woodland Cree, 
Saulteaux, Dene, Dakota, Nakoda, and Lakota. New resources acquired included dictionaries, 
textbooks, activity workbooks for language learners, monolingual and bilingual books for 
children, young adult, and adult audiences. In addition, there were games, flashcards, audiovisual 
materials, and multimedia kits added. These materials were processed, catalogued, and records 
entered into the Librarika ILS upon arrival.

The Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre’s (SICC) Library Department serves as a resource 
hub with a primary mission to cater to the educational, research, and reference needs of First 
Nations in Saskatchewan. It offers reference services and lends materials to various groups, 
including students, teachers, academics, researchers, community members, and non-First Nations 
individuals, promoting cross-cultural understanding and raising awareness about First Nations’ 
uniqueness. The Library aligns with SICC’s core values of language and culture by granting 
access to relevant resources. Established in 1973, it holds a comprehensive collection focused 
on Indigenous peoples in the Americas, with a special emphasis on Saskatchewan First Nations. 
Additionally, the Library is the central repository for oral history collections and provides 
teaching and curriculum resources for Saskatchewan First Nations’ languages while offering 
assistance and support to First Nations schools.

LIBRARY DEPARTMENT
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LIBRARY USER PROGRAMS & SERVICES
Through the year, the Library continued to provide material loans for patrons as requested 
through contactless pickup. Between April 1, 2022, and March 31, 2023, 175 library materials 
were circulated. Reference services, research assistance, and support for accessing resources 
continued to be provided via phone or email. Between April 1, 2022, and March 31, 2023, 68 
patron inquiries were responded to. Reference inquiries included research assistance, locating 
resources, providing material loans, and providing access to archival materials.

2023 INDIGENOUS STORYTELLING MONTH
Every year, the Saskatchewan Indigenous 
Cultural Centre (SICC) commemorates 
Indigenous Storytelling Month in February by 
celebrating oral traditions, cultural teachings, 
and traditional stories. In December and 
January, the Library and Information Services 
Department meticulously planned events 
revolving around the theme Storytelling 
Through Art. These events showcased 
storytellers and artists who shared stories and 
their relationship with artwork with students 
across Saskatchewan.

In February 2023, SICC hosted a mixture of 
in-person and virtual storytelling sessions. In-
person sessions were held at three schools in 
Saskatoon. On February 7, Carol Estralshenen 
shared Dene stories with a Grade 4 class at 
Westmount Community School. On February 
17, Lyndon Linklater narrated stories to two 
groups of students at St. John Community 
School. Lastly, on February 27, Darwin 
Atcheynum told Cree stories to a combined 
Grades 2 and 3 class at Westmount Community 
School. These face-to-face storytelling 
sessions collectively engaged approximately 
100 students.

This year’s virtual sessions featured 
storytellers and artists Darwin Atcheynum 
and Lyndon Tootoosis. These sessions were 
promoted to schools across Saskatchewan. 
Teachers could register online to access the 
prerecorded sessions, which were available 
for viewing throughout the entire month of 
February. The event garnered an overwhelming 
response, with a total of 388 registrations 
and approximately 9,500 students getting 
the opportunity to partake in the virtual 
storytelling sessions.

A feedback survey of registered participants 
attested to the positive learning experience the 
storytelling sessions provided for their students. 
Many teachers commended the engagement 
and interest sparked in their students by the 
stories and expressed appreciation for the 
program’s alignment with their curricular 
objectives. Teachers were thankful for the 
opportunity to share Indigenous stories and 
culture with their students, and the virtual 
format was appreciated, as it allowed flexibility 
to integrate the storytelling sessions into their 
class schedules throughout February.
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AUDIO/VISUAL DEPARTMENT
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The main purpose of the Audio/Visual (AV) - Technical Department at the Saskatchewan 
Indigenous Cultural Centre (SICC) is to record and document the cultural, community, governance, 
and artistic activities of the First Nations in Saskatchewan. As pandemic restrictions eased, the 
AV Department became increasingly active, responding to various audio, visual, publishing, 
design, and technical sound needs of the 74 First Nations in Saskatchewan. Additionally, the 
Department provided its services to the Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations (FSIN) and 
its member institutions upon request.

The AV Department has been providing a variety of streaming and online services for conferences, 
workshops, press events, the development of online resources, and cultural sessions. Due to the 
increasing demand for these services, the AV Department has developed strong capabilities in 
delivering them. It anticipates a continued rise in demand for such services in the future.

The central activity of the AV Department is to provide technical support and design input on 
a range of projects within the other departments of the SICC. The support and input includes 
audio visual recording, graphic design, photography services and sound production. The AV 
Department provided services at a wide range of SICC events and projects throughout the year, 
including the First Nations Language Keepers Gathering, Board of Governors meetings, and the 
SICC`s Storytelling activities in February.

The retail and other functions of the SICC are supported through the reproduction of audio, CDs, 
DVDs, and videos for distribution both internally and externally. The AV Department reviews, 
edits, and makes historic videos from the collections of the Cultural Centre available on the 
SICC’s social media platforms. Some of these videos have attracted remarkable interest online.

Examples of projects and services the AV Department provided Saskatchewan First Nations 
communities and organizations in the fiscal year include:

•	 Audio and video streaming services for the FSIN Veteran’s Assembly and Election on  
	 April 1, 2022 at the Saskatoon Inn.

•	 Video recorded Lyndon Linklater, Thunderchild First Nation on his life story and red  
	 willow basket making on April 12 and 13, 2022 at the Saskatoon Inn.

•	 Audio and video streaming services for the FSIN Lands & Resources meeting at the  
	 Don Ross Centre in North Battleford on May 4 and 5, 2022.

•	 Audio and video streaming services for the FSIN Press Conference regarding the  
	 Archbishop of Canterbury at Muskowekan First Nation on May 9, 2022.

•	 Audio and video streaming services for the FSIN Spring Assembly at the Exhibition  
	 Grounds in Prince Albert on May 17 and 18, 2022.

•	 Video recorded Dr. Dalene Auger on Traditional Parenting at the Saskatoon Inn 	  
	 on June 7 and 8, 2022.

•	 Audio and video streaming services for the Battlefords Agency Tribal Chiefs  
	 Residential School Survivors Meeting in North Battleford on June 29 to 30, 2022.

•	 Audio services for the Treaty 10 Gathering on July 4 to 5, 2022 at La Plonge Indian  
	 Reserve #192 of English River First Nation.

AUDIO/VISUAL DEPARTMENT
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•	 Video recorded Nakoda Elder Peter Bigstone while on a plant walk at Pheasant Rump  
	 Nakota Nation, Ocean Man First Nation, and White Bear First Nations on July 25 to  
	 26, 2022.

•	 Audio and video streaming services for FSIN and Office of the Treaty Commissioner  
	 Healing Together Through Kindness: Understanding the Effects of Intergenerational  
	 Trauma event at Prairieland Park Hall C in Saskatoon on November 9 to 10, 2022.

•	 Audio and video recording and online streaming services for FSIN Inherent Treaty  
	 Rights-Based Education Funding Model Template Information Session on March 15,  
	 2023 at the Delta Hotel in Saskatoon.

•	 Audio and video recording and online streaming services for FSIN Inherent Treaty  
	 Rights-Based Education Funding Model Template Information Session on March 28,  
	 2023 at the Delta Hotel in Regina.

In most years, the AV Department has the special honour of providing video recording services 
for Elder testimonials and interviews in support of other departments of the SICC. Some of 
these sessions in the past fiscal year include:

•	 Video recording of Elder Albertine Desjarlais on sacred sites, a house fire, and a loon  
	 legend; Elder Emilian Desjarlais on sacred sites; and Elder Vitaline Billette on  
	 January 17 to 19, 2023 at Buffalo River Dene Nation.

•	 Video recording of Elder Bernadette Eaglechild on her life, language, traditional  
	 places, and stories from the land around English River on January 31, 2023.

•	 Video recording of Elder Noel McIntyre and Elder Victor McIntyre on their lives,  
	 ceremony, language, sacred sites, traditional places, and stories from the land around  
	 English River on February 1 and 2, 2023.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MARCH 31, 2023
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:

SAVE THE DATE
January 
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Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre
305-2555 Grasswood Road East
English River First Nation #192J
Saskatoon, SK  S7T 0K1
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E-mail: info@sicc.sk.ca   Website: www.sicc.sk.ca
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