


Greetings!

The Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre Board of Governors would like to take this opportunity to 
express our appreciation to all those who were involved in the 2012 First Nations Language Keepers 
Conference. The conference is a meaningful event to those in First Nations communities who all work 
at keeping the language alive. There are so many individuals who work to make sure that our future 
generations can share in the gift of language that we have all been given.

The many sponsors that contributed to making this event successful deserve great recognition. With so 
many competing priorities the Board of Governors wants to draw attention to those that demonstrated 
their commitment to language. First Nations identity and culture is embodied in our language and if we 
are to survive then so do our languages. Your commitment will support our young people in knowing 
who they are as First Nations citizens and contributing to the betterment of all society.

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge Dorothy Myo, President of SICC and the SICC 
staff who all worked so hard to bring this event together. As well, the many volunteers that contributed  
their own time at this event was overwhelming. It is only because of the commitment that each of you 
has that a conference like this can happen.

Finally, I extend an invitation to each and every one to attend the 2013 First Nations Language Keepers 
Conference and to join us once again in making it a success. The conference will be held in Saskatoon 
on November 27th & 28th, 2013. I look forward to seeing everyone again!

Chief Ross Allery 
Ochapowace First Nation
Chairperson – SICC Board of Governors
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Greetings, tānisi, Anīn Šikwa, Edlqnét’e, Hau Koda, Hau Kona, Hau Kola!

On behalf of the Board of Governors of the Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre (SICC) I would like 
to extend my appreciation to all those that have made this past conference a success. Once again, the 
conference was well attended by Elders, language practitioners, language teachers and academics from 
throughout Saskatchewan. As well, the SICC was proud to host guests from outside the province and 
from the United States.

This annual event is an important part of the work at SICC to revitalize, preserve and protect First Nations’ 
languages. The conference provides a forum to dialogue, exchange ideas and share best practices. 
Workshops and plenary sessions were dynamic and the vision for language preservation was evident 
throughout.  

The Elders and traditional knowledge keepers play such an important role in guiding the way in which 
we learn our languages. One of the many highlights was the Elders panel. It was well attended and the 
participants were eager to draw on the knowledge that has been passed on to these learned individuals.   
Another of the inspiring elements of the conference was the involvement of the young people in the SICC 
Book Writing Contest.

Of course, this event would not take place without the commitment of the many sponsors and supporters 
that make it a reality. Your commitment to the First Nations culture, way of life and language will not go 
unnoticed by First Nations communities. As well, the SICC staff and volunteers who eagerly helped out 
in the planning and putting on of the conference deserve significant recognition. Thank so much to every 
individual and organization who worked together.

I am looking forward to welcoming all those who strive to support First Nations’ languages to the 2013 
First Nations Language Keepers Conference scheduled for November 27th & 28th in Saskatoon. Based 
on the comments offered through evaluation we know that everyone is looking forward to another good 
conference in 2013.

    Sincerely,

    Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre

    Dorothy Myo, President



The 2012 First Nations Language Keepers Conference was one of the events held this year in 
celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre (SICC).  In fact, this 
was the theme of the conference for this year and the agenda included a number of presentations 
that gave participants a broader understanding of the work that SICC has undertaken over the past 
40 years. The SICC was opened in 1972 under the guidance of the Elders and through the efforts 
of the leadership of that time. As the first institution in the move toward ‘Indian Control of Indian 
Education’ the SICC has remained the flagship institution of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian 
Nations (FSIN).

With a mandate to protect, promote and preserve the language and culture of the First Nations 
in Saskatchewan, the SICC embarked on a number of programs intended to provide community 
support in these areas. The SICC started the first training programs to educate language instructors 
in First Nations communities. Along with this they began the Teacher Education and Social Work 
programs that lead to the establishment of the University of Saskatchewan Indian Teacher Education 
Program (ITEP) and the beginnings of classes that lead to the establishment of the Saskatchewan 
Indian Federated College (now First Nations University of Canada). 

The Indian Art Program was started out of the SICC and over the years the SICC has continued to build one of the 
most comprehensive and complete collection of works of Northern Plains visual artists. Additionally, the SICC has 
been a repository for other 2D and 3D historical works and artifacts. Throughout its history, the SICC has displayed 
these works and managed the collection. Many of the pieces have been included in premier art shows throughout 
Canada. The collection is currently not on display due to lack of space in our facility so travelling or temporary shows 
are the current focus.

Another of the departments in SICC is Cultural Resources Management (CRM). This department is responsible to 
oversee and manage the various cultural activities and programs that are run through the Centre. CRM is responsible 
to facilitate and coordinate all meetings of the SICC Elders Council which serves the institution as well as the FSIN. 
This Council is representative of all eight language groups in the province and provides the advice and guidance 
the leadership and the Centre needs throughout the year. As well, CRM manages programs like the Birds of Prey 
Program where feathers and other body parts from eagles, hawks, and other birds of prey are distributed to deserving 
candidates for ceremonial purposes. Programs such as Traditional Parenting and Cultural Teachings Curriculum 
have also been developed by this program area for implementation within the school systems.

The SICC Languages Department is responsible to work with First Nations languages to ensure their survival and 
to grow the teaching of First Nations languages in schools. The First Nations Language Keepers Conference is the 
highlight of the year for Languages and is recognized as a national event. Other language resources are developed 
and published through SICC to provide materials that can be used by all age groups. Over the years, thousands of 
hours of oral testimony have been recorded and these are continually being translated and categorized for historical 

research purposes. Language developers contribute to a First Nations Place Names project where 
the original Cree names of sites throughout Saskatchewan are identified through Elders research.

The SICC Retail Outlet and the SICC Library are a source for purchase or loan of materials used 
by communities in language instruction. Assisted by Audio Visual Service at SICC, the recording 
of pow wow songs has been one of the activities done here as well. The SICC is known by many 
singing groups throughout Saskatchewan as a means to in the production, sale and distribution of 
their songs. Traditional songs are one of the key ways in which young people learn language.

Without exception, the SICC is the central First Nations cultural institution with a history, legacy 
and record of performance that will continue on as we move forward in pursuit of our mandate.  
Every level of government, the entire education system and First Nations across Saskatchewan 
have looked to SICC to provide the services we rely so heavily on. Our nations are proud of what 
has been sustained over these past 40 years and we collectively look forward to a strong future 
direction.
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First Nations Language Keepers 
Conference Objectives

To bring together First Nations educators, leaders, Elders, 
parents and students to share ideas and experiences on how 

to effectively teach First Nations’ languages and cultures in and 
out of the classroom.

To assist communities in developing strategies for revitalizing 
their languages and cultures;

To provide participants with First Nations’ world views, 
traditional practices, customs, and oral traditions to revitalize 

and invigorate First Nations’ traditional ways and;

To discuss strategies relating to the policy development, 
community advocacy, and administrative, technical and 

management support for First Nations language and culture 
programming.



Conference Overview & Summary
This report is an overview of the 2012 First Nations’ Language Keepers Conference 
hosted by the Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre (SICC).  The conference took 
place December 5th and 6th, 2012 at the Saskatoon Inn Hotel and Convention 
Centre. The First Nations’ Language Keepers Conference is held annually 
in Saskatoon and the conference theme for 2012 was “SICC - Celebrating 40 
Years”.  This conference has been designated a National First Nations’ languages 
conference by the First Nations Confederacy of Cultural Education Centre’s.

A call for presenters was issued for this year’s conference in the early summer 
of 2012. Many submissions were received. Conference organizers wanted to 
ensure that the agenda of presenters would touch on every language group that 
the SICC represents. From the presentations received, an outstanding group of Elders, educators, 
leadership and youth were selected to share views and experiences at the conference.  This conference 
featured a series of workshops, plenary sessions and public events that assisted language teachers 
and practitioners in building their language skills.

In its second year and becoming a permanent fixture at the FNLKC is the Book Writing Contest 
for Students. This contest is intended to inspire Saskatchewan First Nations youth to write in their 
language. The participants were to create an original book in their First Nations language with an 
English Translation. The winning entries were selected based on creativity and originality.  The winning 
entry was a Dene book title ‘Nį’téle Cho’ or ‘The Giant Mariah’, a group effort by Delbert Sylvestre, 
Chelsea Sylvestre, Jessie Sylvestre, Ashlee Bekkattla, and Keitha Sylvestre of the Buffalo River Dene 
Nation School in Dillon, SK. The first runner-up is a Plains Cree book titled ‘Count Cree With Me’, by 
Annalys Robillard of John Lake School in Saskatoon. The second runner-up is a Plains Cree book titled 
‘The Hunt With Our Dad’ by Aidan Forseille and Weylin Lafond of Stobart Community School in Duck 
Lake.

A Feast and traditional Round Dance was held on the evening of December 5th at the Oskāyak High 
School in Saskatoon. This tradition has always been vital to maintaining and teaching our young people 
about their kinship ties to one another, their families and communities. The Round Dance was well 
attended with standing room only. At the round dance, the SICCs’ 40th anniversary honor song was 
released. Many of the finest lead singers from across Saskatchewan sang the latest and best songs 
from the Round Dance circuit.

Registration for the FNLKC was sold out again in 2012. More than 300 participants attended from 
throughout Saskatchewan and points beyond. The SICC looks forward to the 2013 FNLKC and invites 
everyone to attend again this coming year. The dates for the conference have been set as November 
27th and 28th. Again this year, the event will be held at the Saskatoon Inn.  
Watch the SICC website for updates and register to attend as early as possible.
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Day One Overview
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SICC President, Dorothy Myo, gave the morning plenary address. Entitled 
“Celebrating 40 years”, Dorothy gave a brief history of the Saskatchewan 
Indian Cultural Centre from its beginnings in 1972 to the present. She 
highlighted its many accomplishments in the area of Language and Culture, 
and the continued progress it is making in fulfilling its mandate. 

“Community Based Curriculum Development” 
Presenters: Ruth Norton & Marcella Fontaine, Manitoba First Nations 
Education Resource Centre

The concept for the eight phased First Nation Language Curriculum development course was premised 
on the current state of First Nation languages in Manitoba, and the slow decline in the use of First 
Nation languages in the home and First Nation schools. The curriculum development course is unique 
in that the Elders were involved in the process from the beginning and helped form, shape and validate 
the curriculum through story-telling, sharing legends, fluency, ceremonies and traditional teachings.  
This presentation was well received and set the stage for the 2012 First Nations’ Language Keepers 
Conference. 

 
Day One - Afternoon Concurrent Sessions (1:15pm-2:15pm)

“Using Humor to Heal and Pass on Language”
Presenter: Brian Waskewitch, Kihew Waciston Cree Immersion School

“Nahkawē Language Revitalization”
Presenter: Madelaine Whitehawk, Onakawēk Kici-Anisināpēk Committee

“Help Us Protect Our Dene Traditions”
Presenter: Julius Park, Northern Lights School Division 

 “Assiniboine Language Revitalization”
Presenter: Freda O’Watch, Carry the Kettle First Nation

Day One - Afternoon Concurrent Sessions (2:20 pm-3:20pm)
“The Importance of Language and Ceremony”

Presenter: Peter Nippi, Kinistin First Nation

 “The Complex Layers of Traditional Song as a Teaching Modality”
Presenter: Anna-Leah King, University of Alberta

“Teaching from a Sacred Balance”
Presenter: Susan Sinclair and Dorothy Thunder. University of Alberta

 “Saskatchewan First Nations Language Speaking Circle”
Presenter: Allan Adam, Nortep, Norpac. 

Day One - Afternoon Concurrent Sessions (3:25 pm-4:25pm) 
“Understanding our Dakota and Lakota Language and Culture”

Presenter: Lorrain Yuzicappi, Standing Buffalo First Nation 

“Swampy Cree Language Revitalization”
Presenter: Wesley McKay, Red Earth First Nation 

“Create Your World through The Medicine Wheel and Its Teachings”
Presenter: Margaret Reynolds, English River First Nation 

“Language Acquisition Happens in the Cradleboard”
Presenter: Kasey Fulton, Nancy Carswell



Day Two Overview
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The First Nations Language Instructors Certificate Program 

Anthony de Padua of the First Nations University of Canada and Darryl Chamakese 
of Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre highlighted the partnership between the 
two institutions in the delivery of “The First Nations Language Instructors’ Certificate 
Program. The First Nations Language Instructors’ Certificate Program has been revised 
to enhance First Nations language instruction and curriculum development. 

“Rebuilding Our Nations Through Language Katsi’tsakwas”
Presenter: Ellen Gabriel 

Kanien’kehá:ka Nation, Turtle Clan, Kanehsatà:ke Mohawk Territory Indigenous Human 
Rights Activist.  Ms. Gabriel was well-known to the public when she was chosen by the 

People of the Longhouse and her community of Kanehsatà:ke to be their spokesperson during the 
1990 “Oka” Crisis; to protect the Pines from the expansion of a 9 hole golf course in Oka.
 
Ellen Gabriel gave her insights to language and how it is crucial to Nationhood. Her encouraging words 
were well received by the participants and conference delegates.  She received a standing applause at 
the end of her speech. 

Day Two - Afternoon Concurrent Sessions (1:15pm-2:15pm)
“Our History & Culture through the Arts”

Presenter: John Spyglass, Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre

“Teaching the First Nations Worldview in the Classroom”
Presenter: Judy Bear, Sweetgrass First Nation 

 “Elders in the Classroom: Language & Cultural Programming”
Presenters: Otto Fitz and Cheryl Thunder, Prince Albert Grand Council

 “Holistic Approaches to Teaching Indigenous Languages”
Presenters: Minnie McKenzie and Laura Burnouf, Nortep, Norpac

Day Two - Afternoon Concurrent Sessions (2:30pm-3:30pm)
“Copyright Laws For First Nations Language Instructors”

Presenter: Olga McIvor, Manitoba First Nation Education Resource Centre

“Cree Language Learning Principles and Cultural Arts for Language Learning”
Presenter: Delvin Kanêwiyakihô, Oskāyak High School

“Online Resources for the Cree Language: Present and Future”
Presenters: Arok Wolvengrey and Jean Okemasis, First Nations University of Canada

“E-Master Apprentice Pedagogy: A Video-Based Language Mentoring Project”
Presenter: Ethel Gardner, University of Alberta



Book Launch
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The Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre was proud to launch 
two new publications at a reception held on the opening evening 
of the conference. ‘Ānīn Ēnimanjiwin Nōngom? (How are you 
Feeling today?) and ‘Buffy Sainte-Marie It’s My Way’  

The 2011 Book Writing Contest Winners, Fishing Lake 
Kindergarten Class 2011-2012  comprised of Sandra Kayseas 
(Nahkawē Teacher), Emily Sabit (Kindergarten Teacher) 
Kaydence Strongarm, Saichen 
Smoke, Triana Smoke, 
Angelina Young and Suri 
Belanger, was the team that 
produced the wonderful book. 
The winning submission 
depicts different emotions 
in the Onahkawē language.  
A reading of the book was 
provided by the winners at the 
launch.  

In addition, Dr. Blair Stonechild 
also released a book entitled 
Buffy Sainte-Marie “IT’S MY 
WAY”. Dr. Stonechild read 
excerpts from the book, and 
discussed the process in 
producing the autobiography.   

Sandra Kayseas and 
Kaydence Strongarm read 
from their winning book 
of the 2011 SICC Book 
Writing Contest.

Dr. Blair Stonechild at the 
2012 First Nations Language 
Keepers Conference launching 
his new book “It’s My Way” 
an autobiography of Buffy St. 
Marie
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Keynote Speaker Ellen Gabriel and 
SICC President Dorothy Myo

Peter Nippi presenting 
on the Importance of 

Language & Ceremony. 

Anna-Leah King presents 
on the Complex Layers 
of Traditional Song as a 

Teaching Modality

Dancers from the Great Plains Dance Company 
entertain conference participants during the lunch 

break on day two of the conference.
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Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre
305-2555 Grasswood Road East
English River Business Complex
English River First Nation #192J

Saskatoon, SK  S7T 0K1
Phone: (306) 244-1146

Fax: (306) 665-6520
E-mail: info@sicc.sk.ca
Website: www.sicc.sk.ca

/SaskatchewanIndianCulturalCentre /siccmultimedia@S_I_C_C


